
IRBY PRIMARY SCHOOL

MUSIC POLICY

Music is a foundation subject of the National Curriculum and this document describes the policy for its implementation at Irby Primary School.

This policy was compiled by the music co-ordinator in consultation with the whole staff and head teacher.

Music is an integral and valued area of our curriculum at Irby Primary School.  All our children will take part in a variety of musical activities and through these enjoyable and structured experiences we expect our children to develop practical skills and an understanding of music.  We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music and to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms. We offer several extra curricular activities to all children in Key Stage Two and there will be opportunities for children to perform in: class assemblies, theme week celebrations, concerts, Music Evening and large-scale musical productions (KS1 Christmas & KS2 Summer Productions). 
All classes are taught music by Irby staff and/or outside visitors. We make music an enjoyable learning experience and encourage all children to participate in a variety of musical experiences to build up their confidence. Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of music. We also teach them to listen and to appreciate different forms of music. The Charanga website is used to support staff in their delivery of theory. It also provides structured sessions based around a song or series of recorder pieces. 
Whole school singing session, of about 25 minutes, will take place each week in Autumn 2, Spring 2 and Summer 2.  Classes will also enjoy additional singing sessions to learn and sing songs appropriate to their ages.  Other music time will be spent in playing (tuned and untuned) instruments, composing and listening. Music is taught through themed lessons and discretely. Topics taught build upon prior learning. Recorder lessons are delivered in a whole class setting in Y3 and Y4.  Y5 will be taught ukuleles and from Sept 2020 Y6 will follow this on. From Y4, interested children are able to pursue paid lessons in piano/keyboard, violin, singing, woodwind or brass. These lessons are delivered by peripatetic instrumental teachers who work with small groups of children. Pupils are encouraged to enter music examinations when they have reached the appropriate standards. The children are also able to attend a Saturday morning music centre to give them ensemble experience in a large group.

At our Music Evening each year these children, along with all our music groups and any other children receiving music lessons, have an opportunity to play either on their own or in a small group to an audience of parents, peers and their teachers.

The music co-ordinator and the office staff provide a communication link between the peripatetic teachers and the school. 
In addition, guitar lessons are also offered within the school day. 
SINGING

All children will sing as a school and as a class both unaccompanied and accompanied by backing tracks.  At Christmas the piano is use to accompany the children for some of the songs.  Children in both Key Stages will also sing in smaller groups and in self-selected choirs which are assembled for particular occasions.  If a choir has to be of a limited number, its members may be selected according to criteria relevant to the particular event.  A small number of children may sing solo items in a concert or production.  Rounds and/or descants will also be sung mostly by children in years 5 and 6 but may also, where appropriate, take place in whole school singing sessions.
PLAYING INSTURMENTS

All children will have the opportunity to experience both pitched and unpitched instruments.  At Key Stage One the emphasis will be laid on the correct handling and exploration of the variety of sounds produced by pitched and unpitched instruments.  These instruments will be used to accompany songs, to practise aural skills, to play musical games, to make sounds effects and to create atmospheric music composed by the children.  Children at Key Stage Two will be taught how to play pitched instruments correctly, and will explore the ways in which the sounds produced can be varied.  They will also be expected to handle all the available unpitched instruments competently and imaginatively.  The instruments will be used to improve aural skills, to accompany songs and raps (some of which will have been developed by the children), and also to provide atmosphere and sound effects for poems and stories.  Musical games of increasing complexity will also be played.  
If children bring their own instruments into school, the school cannot take responsibility for breakages. Instruments need to be covered by their own insurance.

COMPOSING
Children from Reception will be encouraged to organise and arrange sounds and to conduct their own music.  During Key Stage One the children will be expected to devise simple rhythms and, towards the end of this Key Stage, to reach their rhythms to the rest of the class or to a group.  The children’s compositions should demonstrate their expanding repertoire of sounds.

In Key Stage Two the children will be expected to devise their own forms of simple notation, to begin to read traditional notation, to compose short tunes and to develop more complex rhythm patterns.  
ICT will be used in both Key Stages to support this. 
LISTENING 
All children will be exposed to music of different styles, cultures and times and will also listen to the music made by other children in the school.

Music will be heard as a whole school experience before and after school assemblies.  Listening may also take place as a class activity when it may be linked to a topic.  In Key Stage Two children will be encouraged to listen to their own and other children’s music-making and to offer criticisms and suggestions of how the performance could be improved.

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
Pupils’ understanding and enjoyment of music should be developed through activities that bring together the skills of performing, composing, and appraising.  It is our intention that these skills will lead to the development of listening and applying knowledge and understanding.  Our long term plans show how we expect to deliver the statutory entitlement to pupils in both Key Stages.  
Our long term plan show when each skill should be taught.  The skills progress grid details how this is developed across the school. 
The music co-ordinator has the following responsibilities:
· to support the implementation of the school music policy

· to support the growing confidence and skills of general class teachers,

· to help organise and maintain schemes of work, resources, record keeping, tracking of musical learning experiences and guidance for differentiation,

· To maintain contacts with those people outside school who are able to give advice and/or support e.g. Instrumental Music Service/Edsential.

· to attend courses and meetings,

· to organise INSET where appropriate to the whole staff or individual members,

· to promote extra curricular activities as an extension to classwork

The class teacher’s role is:
· To assist in the drawing up of the medium term plans with the music co-ordinator,

· To deliver and assess the programme of study for music as set out in the Curriculum 2014 documents, ensuring coverage of statutory requirements by following selected units, 

· To provide a range of musical and non-musical starting points to stimulate the children in their class.

CROSS CURRICULAR AND SUBJECT SPECIFIC AREAS OF MUSIC

Music is mostly taught as a stand alone subject but links to class topics are made whenever possible, especially in composition and in KS1. Music is usually delivered to a whole, mixed ability class by the class teacher. 
SPECIAL NEEDS

Children with special needs must be catered for when planning musical activities.  Many children who experience difficulties in acquiring language related skills will be able to take a full part in class musical activities and may produce some excellent work but for those children who are unable to achieve acceptable results then some alterative provision should be made.  Firstly, the problem must be identified.  Is it caused by an already diagnosed problem relating to hearing, vision, or co-ordination or is it the first symptom of a possible problem with hearing, vision or co-ordination?  In either case the special needs co-ordinator needs to be informed as well as the music co-ordinator, both of whom will be able to advise on the next steps to be taken.  There may be children who have special needs which exhibit themselves only in music, e.g. Children who sing in a monotone.  It should be noted that there may well be children who are musically gifted who will also require the attention of the music co-ordinator to assist in setting work which will extend the child’s musical experience.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

All children, from F2 to year 6, must be encouraged to take part in all the class musical activities. Recorders are provided from Year 3. Further instruments can be hired at a small charge from Wirral Music Service. Care should be taken that particular children do not always choose the same instrument or the same group of children to work with when involved in musical activities.  In order to avoid stereotyping, it is important to expose the children to a wide variety of musical influences and role models.

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
There are four areas which related to the teaching of music.

These are:
· young children, especially, must be shown the correct way of holding and handling the instruments as some instruments e.g. flat bells contain thin sheets of metal which are potentially dangerous

· children playing pitched instruments e.g. bass xylophone, should be aware that the bars must be struck in the middle otherwise they could bounce off and cause an injury

· children playing recorders should not swap instruments with each other as germs can by easily transmitted in the saliva caught in the mouthpiece of the instrument, and if a child has to use another’s recorder the mouthpiece must be disinfected.

· Collapsible music stands present a potential hazard, as they are made of metal and have many thin edges and should therefore be avoided whenever possible. Children should never be allowed to put them up or fold them down. School rigid stands are safer but must be handled with care. They should always be carried in a vertical position when being moved. 
EXTRA – CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

A guitar group for beginners is available to children from Y4.  

A choir is assembled for particular events such as music festivals and school productions but, where possible, all children who wish to participate can do so.
LINKS WITH THE COMMUNITY

Our school performs two major productions each year. The Christmas production is produced by KS1 and the summer production is performed by KS2 pupils. Carol singers have performed at a range of venues, including Irby Christmas Lights, by invitation.
LIVE MUSIC

We aim to have professional musicians in school regularly.  Previous concerts and workshops have been given by an orchestra assembled by the authority from its peripatetic teachers, the Pop Project band and several percussionists.
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