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Inspiring Pupils Successfully





ENGLISH POLICY.

At Irby Primary School we aim to provide children with an enriching English curriculum that ensures they have the skills to be successful in reading, writing, speaking and listening, spelling and grammar.  We aim to provide cross-curricular links wherever possible.  Assessment for Learning is used to allow children to take ownership of their learning and know how to move forward.  It also allows teachers to adapt their planning to fit their class.  Ultimately, our English curriculum will be delivered through high quality teaching & a stimulating learning environment, in order for the children at Irby Primary to achieve the highest possible standards.  The promotion of Basic Skills is the responsibility of all staff.
AIMS:

· Ensure each child is an effective communicator expressing themselves with clear language.

· Ensure each child has the skills to write effectively, enabling them to communicate through a range of sentence types and genres. 
· Ensure each child is an enthusiastic and confident reader, who can understand and respond to texts they read.
· Provide varied opportunities to develop speaking and listening skills in most lessons.  (Conversation, discussion, drama, role play, reporting, explaining, debate.)
· Provide varied opportunities to develop grammar and punctuation skills.

· Adapt the English curriculum to suit our curriculum and pupils.

PLANNING.

Pupils’ language, communication and literacy skills underpin their success from the moment they enter our school.  All aspects of learning in these areas impact on children’s achievement across the whole curriculum.

Children within F2 are taught through whole class, group and individual strategies incorporating many aspects of the continuous provision learning environment.  In Year One, children at Irby Primary continue to enjoy aspects of continuous provision in the Autumn term and adopt the English curriculum for the remainder of the year. In Year Two and KS2 staff use and adapt the English Curriculum to meet the needs of their class.  Lessons are linked where possible to other topics covered in our curriculum.

Lessons should contain:

· Learning objectives/intentions/success criteria.

· Clear differentiation, including use of teaching assistants
· Opportunities for Computing and AfL.
· Opportunities for speaking and listening/drama.

· Opportunities for reading.

· Opportunities for writing.

· Opportunities for self-evaluation informing next steps.

· Assessment for Learning to identify: emerging, developing, secure and mastering learners.
Assessment for Learning.

We want our children to become confident, independent learners and use AfL to develop this.  The children should share in the creation of their success criteria and be fully aware of how they will achieve the skill being taught.  Children use collaborative learning structures wherever possible (e.g. Think, Pair, Share; Ping Pong; All Write Round Robin.)  Children also regularly self and peer assess helping them to see whether they have met success criteria and where they need to go next.
READING.
Enthusiastic and confident readers.

We aim to provide children with a wide range of opportunities for reading.  These should include reading alone; with teachers and teaching assistants; with partners; in groups; with parents and during ERIC (every child reads in class) time.  Reading should also be fully integrated across the whole curriculum with pupils being given as many opportunities to read as much as possible.

Individual readers.

In F2, KS1 and in KS2, children read in school and take home levelled reading books.  Parents are expected to hear their children read each night as part of their homework.  We monitor and encourage frequent reading using a system where the children are rewarded for regular reading at home. Those children who have limited opportunities to read at home are tracked in school and their reading monitored to ensure they are making progress.  In KS2, all children remain on the reading scheme to ensure that they are reading a wide range of texts. The 11 by 11 reading scheme, as devised as part of our Federation, supports and encourages reading across a range of genre. Reading record books are sent home with every child as a way to record what has been read and to enable communication between teachers and parents regarding their child’s reading. Children in KS2 write a brief evaluation about some of the books they have read and reward certificates are given to children who read towards the 11 by 11 target. 
Guided Reading

Throughout the school, guided reading takes place in many forms including, whole class reading, group reading, focused intervention groups and follow up activities. Guided reading is not just an opportunity to hear the children read but to teach them and help them develop across all the reading domains. This can be done through teacher led discussion.  A wide range of texts should be provided for the children for these sessions – information, narrative, poetry, leaflets, newspapers etc. 
The BIG READ
Each term every year group completes at least one BIG READ week, specifically focused on the teaching of reading and used to encourage a love of reading. In the main, the children are exposed to picture books outside of their current English genre focus and complete a range of exciting reading tasks, often targeted from assessments made previously. During the week, little focus is placed on writing as the books are studied in depth and further assessment opportunities are provided. Following on from BIG READ week, each class enjoys a BIG WRITE week whereby the skills of writing are practised following on from their book study. This should include grammar activities as well. 
Reading within lessons.
During English lessons and in other subjects, children should be given a range of stimulating texts, these can include websites and electronic books.  They should understand the purpose of their reading and have the opportunity to explore a breadth and depth of literature within their lessons.

Reading Areas.

Every classroom should have a reading area or book corner which is comfortable and inviting.  This area should contain a range and variety of texts; instructions on quiet reading; displays and an inviting atmosphere.  Reading material may include: quality literature; non fiction texts; pupil’s own writing; magazines/comics. We aim to promote pupil recommendations of texts and these may be displayed in the reading area. Every class has a book spine to show the different texts they will study over the year.
School Library.
The school library is a resource open to children and staff.  We have a range of fiction and non fiction texts.  We regularly add new stock through our annual Book Fair and other fundraising sources.  The library is run by a group of Year 6 Librarians who set up competitions and story time sessions for younger children.  The library is open to children at lunchtime for children to borrow books.
WRITING.

Effective writers in a range of genre.

At Irby, we promote high quality writing and believe children should see writing as a good form of communication.   They need to develop the skills to express themselves clearly and effectively through a range of genre and for a range of audiences & purposes.  Writing is developed through English lessons, extended writing sessions and wherever possible across the foundation subjects.  We believe that writing skills that have been learnt should be shown in all pieces of writing within the curriculum.

Writing in English.

Pupils should be given plenty of opportunities during the year to develop their writing skills. They should take part in guided writing and modelled writing sessions to focus on skills needed.  Opportunities for extended writing should be provided throughout the year where the child should use the skills they have developed in recent lessons to produce a piece of work in the genre studied.  Big Write week will follow Big Read week to focus on writing skills inspired by their work on the Big Read text. 
Alan Peat
Irby Primary school has taken on the Exciting Sentences approach and this is embedded into the teaching of English. Progression is mapped throughout the school to ensure effective coverage of each sentence type. This approach is used to complement the teaching of grammar and punctuation and the sentence types are specifically targeted to support and develop a greater understanding of genre type.  

Writing across the curriculum.

We aim to give children as many opportunities as possible to write across the curriculum.  This gives pupils the chance to use and consolidate skills acquired in English lessons.  We also encourage children to write imaginary diaries to allow them ‘free writing’ time.  This is a chance for children to use their imaginations and write with no worries about the outcome. 
Letters and Sounds.

Phonics is taught according to the Letters and Sounds phases.  Lessons are interactive, fast-paced and fun.  Children are given the opportunity to work individually, in pairs and in groups and computing is used in most lessons.  Children’s progress through the phases is monitored and we have the flexibility within classes/ability groups to move children so they are working at the appropriate phase if we feel this is suitable. 
Speaking and Listening.

Confident speakers for many purposes.
We believe that speaking and listening skills are an extremely important part of a child’s literacy skills. 
They:

· Allow access to learning and all parts of the curriculum.

· Allow children to communicate.

· Help children to develop problem solving skills & creativity.

Talk for writing, drama and role play should be incorporated into lessons, as much as possible.  We understand that it can be a powerful tool for engaging less enthusiastic writers and help them to develop their ideas.  Children should be given the opportunity to get into role; understand situations and empathise with characters.  This can be done through activities such as; hot seating; freeze frame; conscience alley etc.  
Children have opportunities to talk about what they are going to write.  This helps them form and practise their ideas making them clearer for writing.  They should be given chances to do this in pairs and groups. Many of the Assessment for Learning collaborative learning structures that our children regularly use lend themselves very well to the development of speaking and listening.  In these activities children have to listen very carefully to their groups/partners.  Children are given the opportunity to showcase these skills in class assemblies and key stage productions.
Listening skills are also developed through story times and use of audio books.

Assessment.

Assessment for Learning.

AfL can be built into all areas of English teaching and learning.  All lessons should have a clear learning intention and success criteria.  Where possible, children should be involved in the creation of their success criteria.  It should be clearly visible during the lesson so that children can refer back to it if needed. 
Children are given opportunities to peer and self-assess in most lessons, whether this be formal recordings in their books or an informal discussion with their peers, or teaching staff.  Gel pen response (GPR) is used as an immediate tool to address the next steps for learning and staff are to utilise this as part of standard classroom practice, ensuring that the children are encouraged to respond at the start of the next session.
Targets.

Children are set targets and nags for writing using skills from the writing assessment grids. Targets are placed in the front of the child’s English book and when each target is met three times they can visit the Gold Book. As a result, a child’s target is changed regularly allowing progression. Teachers refer children to their targets during lessons and they can be used as the focus for writing sessions.  Each child will also have ‘nag targets’ to meet for handwriting and punctuation etc. 
Writing Assessment.

At Irby Primary we used the National Curriculum for English to devise writing standards for each year group, except for F2, Y2 and Y6 who use the DfE frameworks for the assessment of writing. Writing is formally assessed each term but teachers regularly assess the children’s writing from their extended writing and independent writing tasks. Targets can be created from gaps observed in assessment or from marking or guided writing sessions. This should be used as further evidence towards the child’s final level. When making an overall judgement about a child, teachers take spelling and handwriting into consideration as these are key components of the KS1 & KS2 frameworks. An assessment of a child’s spelling age can identify a particular weakness and therefore, be taken into consideration when making the final judgement with regards to writing. 
Reading Assessment.

Formal reading assessments are administered termly to support teacher judgement and identify next steps in learning. Teachers regularly assess reading during independent, shared and guided sessions, using the reading standards, adapted for each year group from the national curriculum and frameworks for KS1 and KS2. Teachers target each assessment focus for reading in guided sessions and during the whole class teaching of reading. This can be used as evidence when assessing the child’s performance against the reading standards. Assessments for reading take place each term but informal assessments are ongoing and gaps identified as a reading target for the children. When making an overall judgement about a child, teachers take the reading of statutory words into consideration as these are key components of the KS1 & KS2 frameworks. An assessment of the child’s reading age should be completed bi-annually and this used to identify where the child should be on the reading scheme. 
Intervention Strategies.

After assessment the progress of every child in each class is tracked for reading and writing.  Children may need intervention if found to be:

· Making little or no progress.

· Off track to meet predicted targets.
· Having a significantly low reading/spelling age.

· Working below Age Related Expectations.

Interventions are run according to TA resources and pupil needs as identified by the class teacher and/or the SENDCO.

Irby Primary School has opted to adopt the above policy guidance and agrees to operate under its terms
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